Ll

LI

L]

I

n

Sanitized Copy Appro

AR~ o e )
~AnTITLE AFESALRED
WOPLAT ﬁ
AN FEGE '3

NZW YORK TIMES
17 July 1983

\
ved for Release 2011/06/04 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100140014-3

US. Agents

By RALPH BLUMENTHAL
High United States Army intelligence
icers paid and shielded Klaus Barbie
an informant for years after World
r I1,.despite their knowledge that the.
er Gestapo officer was wanted in
ce for war crimes, according to a
Justice Department i igation,
Accounts given to Justice Depart-
‘ment investigators by former United
States Army agents who worked with
Mr. Barbie told of misgivings and inter.
pal struggles over American use of the
former Nazi, dj
solved in tavor of etaini
Even

was freed to resume anti-Comm
smmgembehmfoftbeAmeﬁ .
Addingwthesemiﬁvityoftbecase,
-aceordingtosomeof.tbefvrmeragmts,
is that the i .
Barbie to
French. One reason, they safd, that

Armerican otﬁdalsmhwedtommwer
French, who were |

Mr. Barbie to the
: i forhim,wasfearofwhatthe
tormsea%mgGmpo officer could tell the
French about American d;-g;nteﬁntelg-
gence operations, including those di.
rected against French Communists.
. Smuggied Out With U.S. Heip

Eventually, officials said, Mr, Barbie
was smuggled out of Europe: to"South
America along a secret American es.

. ©ape route deviseq chiefly to aid Soviet.

bloc informants, L _

‘Last February ‘the- 68-year.old Mr.
Barbie was extradited 1o France trom
Bolivia to stand trial for murders and
deportations he is accused of having or-
dered as chiet oft.beGestapoinLyons
from 1942 to 1944,

Among other crimes, he is accused of

tortunngtodeatbahemotther-‘rmch '

Resistance, Jean Moulin, and of trans.
porting 43 Jewish children to the Ausch-
witzcamp, where they perished. '

A history of American relations with
Mr, Barbie is being compjeted by Allan
A. Ryan Jr.bdirectofrsaf the Justice De-
partment’s Otfice of Special Investiga.
tions for war-crimes cases, Mr. Ryan
said-in an interview last week that he

|

| ‘and the extent of thejr know}
his role in war crimes. Some of the ac- ing
recently broadcast in g/

r to Munich to resume work.

Tell of Shielding

STAT

ligence va.gent 0 ac-
knowledge he had worked with Mr,
Barbie after the war.

American intelli

Repeated applications by The New| Mr. B

York Times and other DEWs Organiza.
tions for access to Government records
relating to Mr. Barbie have been re.
butfed by Army officials on the

that the matter

dmiﬁedaslongasaayearslater. -

- Manyofthosewhoha’vebeeninteru
viewed by Mr, Ryan or his deputies in
recentonths have provided public ac-
counts of their contacts with Mr. Barbie
edge about

counts were
BBC documentary in’Britain and .

pub- |
lished in trom & book by a Brit.|
m B . ntear fe ety

ish journalist, Tom"

Interviews with ‘many of tbeﬁgum e w

provide differing accounts of who in the
AxmyknewwhatabmnMr.Barbie,

. ‘Alertfor Barbie in 1946

; AformerotﬁceroftbeArmyCmmm-

‘Intelligence Corps, Earl S. B

said his office was told in 1946 towatcﬁ
fora tugztrve named Kigus Barbje.

year

be received a request from the C.lC.'s
Munich region to use Mr. Barbie.

*“It was & shock to me,” recalled the

retired colonel, who now works as-a
publishing executive .in . i

~Bere he was being looked for — and| 1

el e et i,

therehe was!® 7 7 -~ T

Mr. Browning said he was aware that
by 1947 Mr. Barbie was listed in the
‘Central Registry of War Criminals and
Security Suspects for murder, :

ally, be said, Mr. Barbie was taken into
custody and delivered to the Army’s
European Interrogation Cen-
ter at Oberursel, near Frankfurt.
Justice Department investigators are
said to have found indjcations, that the

for the sake of -appearance, -although
there were reports Mr, Barbie fled and:
‘The Slate Was Wiped Clean’
According to Mr. Browning, after Mr.,
Barbie's interrogation in Oberursel,
“the slate was wiped clean.” Mr.
Barbie was set free and soon returned

ground
remains under investi. i
.gation. Some of the documents remain |

' was a “friendly”’ one, largely’

Barbie

Mr. Browning said he continued to ;
pm'tstbuthewasovernued‘by his-sy- :
penior, Col. David Erskine. However,

3rowning asserted that he did suc-

enﬂythesemuicﬁommignomd; 3
: Armydowmentstmcovminthe!n-
vsﬁgaﬁmmsaidtoshoer.‘an-:
ing’s signature -on documents &’pprov.

mtemgmeenetwmtmGezmany,
Aqotherfmma'-;agemshidhetoldthe.

Justice Department that Mr, Barbie's |
warﬁmemlewasm'secxet.: Ceh L
rhard

hiredhimknewwmhehadame." ,
Now & retired pmfasarq! Gajmgnat

Wayne Sgate University in chhlgan .

case.hesaidt.hatwheubeleamedoﬁ

Mr. Barbie's past heasked for a trans. | )

Mr. Dabringhaus ‘said that by mid-.

1948 Mr. Barbie’s main mission was to
provide intelligence on Communist ac-
u‘viti;s, including French Commlmlsts

1948, shifted the ‘target of intelligence | -

etforts Nazis to Communists,

Mr. Dabringhaus was succeeded in
late 1948 by Herbert " Bechtold. Mr,
Bechtold, in ‘an interview ‘broadcast
July 4in London on the BBC Television
program “‘P; " recalled drink.
ing champagne with Mr. Barbie and
discussinginten'ogaﬁonmethods. R

Asked about the morality of dealing
with Mr. Barbie, Mr. Bechto)d said, I

e
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